
February 3, 2021

Great Start to the Fourth 6 Weeks!

Bush Elementary welcomed back 58 more students to in-person learning for the fourth 6
weeks and we're now at approximately 57% of our students taking part in in-person learning.
The teachers and students have been working hard in our new concurrent
learning/instructional model. As a reminder, concurrent instruction is de�ned by TEA as one
teacher is instructing both the in-person and virtual students at the same time.

The second semester and fourth 6 weeks started on Monday, February 1.The third 6 weeks
report card will be available online at HISD Parent Connect starting on Friday, February 5.

Absence and Tardy Reporting

Attendance reporting changes in a concurrent learning/instructional model. Attendance is
taken one time only at 9:00 a.m. for both in-personal and virtual students. Any student that
doesn’t log in by 9:00 a.m. is absent as the virtual instructional day is “live” and follows the
same schedule for in-person students. Any virtual student that logs in after 7:40 a.m. and
before 9:00 a.m. is tardy.

In-person students are tardy if they arrive after the Wellness Team (Admin and o�ce members
who take temperatures) has left the carpool lane when the lane is empty. There isn't a set time
for this as weather directly impacts how long it takes for students to exit their cars and have
their temperature taken. If cars arrive in the carpool lane by 7:40 a.m., then the students will
not be tardy.



Huyen Tran -
Kindergarten
Ms. Tran retired from HISD
after 24 years of service.

Kelly Strange -
2nd Grade
Ms. Strange retired from HISD
after 26 years of service.

Happy Retirement!

"You're off to great places,
Today is your day,

Your mountain is waiting,
So get on your way!"

- Dr. Seuss

Thank you to Ms. Tran, Ms. Strange, Dr. Buza, and Ms. Fogelson for all your outstanding work
at Bush Elementary! We're so fortunate that you were part of our Bush Elementary family. We
wish these four ladies all the best in their future endeavors.
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Linda Buza - Art
Dr. Buza retired from HISD after
29 years of service.

Thank you for
your years of
service!

Abby Fogelson
- Technology
Ms. Fogelson retired from HISD
after 34 years of service.

Quick Morning Carpool Lane

The morning carpool lane is moving a bit slower now that we have added more in-person
students. In order to keep the drop off lane moving smoothly, please remember the following
tips:

As you enter the carpool lane, make sure your child has their mask on, has their backpack
and lunchbox on and ready to go.
If your child is not able to exit the car independently, please remain in the carpool line
until you are at the front of the line. People stopping to help their children out of the car in
the middle of the line are slowing everyone down. Also, have your children practice exiting
the car by themselves. We are so proud of all of our students who have mastered this
skill!
Do not stop to drop off your children as you enter the carpool lane. Pull all the way up as
far as you can in the line and then let them off.

If we all work together, our carpool lane will move quickly and everyone will enter the building
safely and in a timely manner.

Valentine's Fundraiser

We have Nothing BUNDT Love for our Bush Bobcats!

Bush PTO is pleased to partner with Nothing Bundt Cakes – Energy Corridor to bring you a fun
Valentine's Day fundraising event! We are selling individually wrapped Bundtlet miniature cakes
for $5 each. You can purchase cakes for your student, their teachers, administrators, cafeteria
staff, custodians, or any of our other fantastic Bobcats!
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The cakes come in Chocolate Chocolate Chip, Classic Vanilla, Lemon, or Gluten Free
Chocolate Chocolate Chip. In person students, faculty and staff will receive their deliveries in
their classrooms, and we will have a socially distanced drive through pick up as well for virtual
students.

Don’t want a cake, but you want to show your appreciation for all of our hard-working staff?
You may also make donations that will go towards ensuring that ALL of our Bush teachers
and staff receive a treat showing them just how much we appreciate all of their hard work
during this very di�cult time.

The deadline for ordering your Bundtlets is 12:00 noon on Tuesday, February 9, so visit our
website at www.BBEPTO.com to place your order, or make your donation, today!

Guiding English Learners to Success: TELPAS Parent
Informational Meeting

  The Multilingual Programs Department is hosting the 1st annual district-wide Texas English
Language Pro�ciency Assessment System (TELPAS) Parent Informational meeting on
Saturday, February 6, 2021. (see attached �yer). The event offers our district's parents and
communities an opportunity to access important TELPAS resources, learn what questions to
ask, and how to support English language development at home.

TELPAS-Parent-informational-M… drive.google.com

Bush Elementary Dress Code Guidelines 2020 - 2021

While there is no speci�c dress code, there are dress code guidelines that must be followed.

Masks
Masks must be worn over the mouth and nose at all times while at Bush Elementary,
whether inside the building or on school property.

Shirts
Must have sleeves and cover the stomach (ie. no tank tops, no crop tops)
No jerseys or team uniforms unless it’s for a speci�c school event.

Dresses/Skirts
Must be longer than the tip of �ngertips while standing up with arm along the side
No ball gowns, fancy dresses, or costumes

Pants
No rips, tears, holes, words on the pants

https://bbepto.3dcartstores.com/Valentines-Fundraiser_c_68.html
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Leggings may not be worn as pants, but may be worn under an appropriate length
dress/skirt
Pants must be at the waist
No sweatpants, jogger pants, compression pants, athletic pants

Shorts
No rips, tears, holes, words on the shorts
Leggings may not be worn as shorts, but may be worn under and appropriate length
dress/skirt
Shorts must be at the waist
No athletic or team uniform shorts

Shoes
Tennis shoes are recommended for safety.
Toes must be covered and the heal is secured in the shoe
No �ip �ops, sandals, shoes with heals

Earrings
May not be longer than 1/2 inch

Hats
No hats may be worn inside the building, unless there is a spirit day

Clothing must not be disruptive to the educational process.

Rolling Backpacks
Will be allowed due to carrying extra materials

Parent Illness/Testing and Positive COVID Student Cases

For the safety and health of all Bush Elementary students, faculty, and staff, we need parents
to keep their child(ren) at home if you (the parent) is sick and/or you're waiting for your COVID
results. All the positive cases of students we’ve had at Bush Elementary have come from the
students getting COVID from their sick parents. Parents are putting all of Bush Elementary at
risk for COVID when you are sick and send your child (even healthy) to school.

We want to keep Bush Elementary open for in-person learning. However, when there are too
many teachers and staff quarantined along with classes of students, we don't know if we can
safely be open and run school.

Please do not send your child to school if you (the parent) are sick with any COVID like
symptoms mentioned in the article below. We understand parents may not be able to
quarantine themselves from their children when they're sick. If that is the case, then keep your
child at home and we can switch your child to virtual learning.

Walker/Biker Line



The walker/biker line is for families that live close by and walk/bike to school. Parents are not
to park their car along Parkway Plaza Dr. or Westerloch and walk their children to the walker
line. If you are driving your child to school, you must go through the carpool lane.

We know many parents are parking around Bush Elementary and walking their children to Bush
to be a "walker" as the neighbors are calling us to report the cars blocking exits to
neighborhoods.

Masks On!

It is vital while children are in school that we remain a safe environment and we all play a part
in preventing the spread of COVID-19. As a sensible precaution, parents and ALL visitors of
any age are required to wear a mask at all times while on school property including during
pick up and drop off times if outside their cars. Bush Elementary property is all land inside the
street-side sidewalks.

Health and Safety Above All Else

HISD has a VERY broad de�nition of a presumed positive COVID case – you only need to
exhibit symptoms with no COVID testing. Look at the symptom list below and you will notice
many of the common cold symptoms will trigger a presumed positive designation.

Children that are sick, regardless of a temperature, need to stay home. Previously, the nurse’s
message was if there’s no fever, but sni�es and a sore throat, the child could be at school.
Now, those symptoms qualify as a presumed positive COVID case.

HISD is considering any individual exhibiting one or more symptoms of COVID-19 as
presumed positive. Please do not send your child to school if exhibiting the symptoms shown
below. Please email our school nurse, Dianne Guider, at dguider@houstonisd.org and our
school secretary, Zonia Flores at zonia.�ores@houstonisd.org to determine when your child
can return to school

COVID-19 symptoms:
* Feeling feverish or a measured temperature greater than or equal to 100.00 F
* Loss of taste or smell
* Cough
* Di�culty breathing
* Shortness of breath
* Fatigue
* Headache
* Chills
* Sore throat
* Congestion or runny nose
* Shaking or exaggerated shivering
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* Signi�cant muscle pain or ache
* Diarrhea
* Nausea or vomiting

We have lots of folks under our roof every day. For the health and safety of ALL students,
faculty, and staff, it is very important that children stay home when they are ill. Students who
have thrown up during the night or who are running a fever cannot be sent to school. If your
student complains of and exhibits any COVID19 related symptoms, they will be sent home to
quarantine for 10 days. Please contact Dianne Guider, our school nurse, at
dguider@houstonisd.org and our school secretary, Zonia Flores at
zonia.�ores@houstonisd.org to determine when your child can return to school.

HISD COVID Terms - A Primer

HISD has different quarantine timeframes for the various designations. Below is an overview
to all the terms being used:

Exposure - Students not showing signs of any symptom, but was around and in close contact
with a presumed positive COVID individual or a con�rmed positive COVID individual. This is a
10 day quarantine because the individual has not shown any symptoms, but could over the 10
day time period. There is now an option for early return. Students may return early after a 7
day quarantine with a negative test result taken on or after day 5 from the exposure date. If the
test is negative, the student may return on day 8.

Presumed Positive - Individual is exhibiting or complaining of one or more of the COVID
symptoms. Individual must quarantine for 10 days, but may return early with the a doctor's
note diagnoses an ailment other than COVID and a negative COVID test.

Con�rmed COVID Positive - Individual has tested positive for COVID with or without
symptoms. Individual must quarantine for 10 days and NO early return.

If your child needs to quarantine, then we switch your child to a virtual teacher for the
quarantine time period so instruction can continue.

Early Return from an Exposure

HISD identi�es any student as an Exposure case if the student was around and in close
contact with a presumed positive COVID individual or a con�rmed positive COVID. The student
falls into the exposure category without showing any symptoms and must be quarantined.

Exposure is now a 10 day quarantine, down from the previous 14 days. There is now an option
for early return. Students may return early after a 7 day quarantine with a negative test result
taken on or after day 5 from the exposure date. If the test is negative, the student may return
on day 8.
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If your child needs to quarantine, then we switch your child to a virtual teacher for the
quarantine time period so instruction can continue.

Early Return from Presumed Positive Quarantine

HISD classi�es any individual exhibiting one or more symptoms of COVID-19 (listed below) as
presumed positive and needing to quarantine for 10 days. Please do not send your child to
school if exhibiting the symptoms shown below.

COVID-19 symptoms:
* Feeling feverish or a measured temperature greater than or equal to 100.00 F
* Loss of taste or smell
* Cough
* Di�culty breathing
* Shortness of breath
* Fatigue
* Headache
* Chills
* Sore throat
* Congestion or runny nose
* Shaking or exaggerated shivering
* Signi�cant muscle pain or ache
* Diarrhea
* Nausea or vomiting

If your child needs to quarantine, then we switch your child to a virtual teacher for the
quarantine time period so instruction can continue.

Students can return early from a presumed positive 10 day quarantine if they meet both of the
following requirements:

A note from a doctor stating that the symptoms s/he was experiencing are related to
something other than Covid-19 (allergies, cold, food poisoning).
A negative Covid-19 test.

Please scan and email these items to Dianne Guider, our school nurse, at
dguider@houstonisd.org and our school secretary, Zonia Flores at zonia.�ores@houstonisd.org
or bring them up to the o�ce. Dianne Guider is the only person with the authority to allow for a
student's early return from a presumed positive or exposure quarantine.

PK Lottery 2021 - 2022

On September 19, HISD School Choice opened up the system to apply for the PK lottery for the
2021-2022 school year. The Bush PK program is only for families that are already enrolled at
Bush Elementary and have another child that will be 4 on or before September 1, 2021.
Students must meet PK eligibility requirements such as being economically disadvantaged or

lif i E li h S d L

mailto:dguider@houstonisd.org
mailto:zonia.flores@houstonisd.org


Bobcat Birthdays!

Ms. Rose would like to wish a very special birthday to:

Jameel R. who turned 7 yrs. old on February 1st and is a �rst
grader in Ms. Fox's class.

Happy Birthday and Welcome to the Bush Birthday Book Club!

The site will accept applications from September 19, 2020 - April 30, 2021. Families will be
noti�ed by HISD School Choice on May 20 if their child was accepted into Bush Elementary's
PK program or if their child is on the waitlist. Go to HISDChoice.com to apply. Bush
Elementary's PK program is only one class with 22 students that must be comprised of
siblings of currently enrolled Bush students. The only way to apply for and be part of the
lottery for Bush Elementary's PK program is to apply online at the address shared above.

SPECTACULAR SCIENCE

The Spectacular Science Word for the week of February 1st is
motion.

Helping Children Learn

View February's newsletter by clicking here.

Report Cards on Connect
When

Friday, Feb. 5th, 3pm
Where

This is an online event.
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Yearbook Sales

Order your 2020 - 2021 Yearbook Today!
$30 (Price will increase to $35 on March 13th)

CLICK HERE TO ORDER
No Yearbooks will be sold after March 21st, so please order now!

Yearbook Fifth Grade Dedication Ads

Do you have a graduating 5th grader? Give them a shout-out in the yearbook! Dedications are
$20 for 25 words or less. Order on the website at www.BBEPTO.com. (Dedications are
available for 5th graders only.)

Yearbook Photos

We need more Pictures!
We are still looking for some pictures for the yearbook. We need pictures for the following
pages: "Siblings," "Candid pictures”, "Spirit Night", “Holiday Pictures”, "Breakfast with a Buddy"
or any pictures that you think would be great for the yearbook. Please send no more than 5
photos to bushptoyearbook@gmail.com and label pictures with students' grade.

VIRTUAL SCHOOL PICTURE DAY IS HERE!

If your child(ren) did not get their picture taken at school, please �ll out this FORM. DO NOT
FILL OUT THIS FORM IF YOUR CHILD ATTENDED PICTURE DAY IN PERSON. We will send you
a unique PORTRAIT ID # for each child and instructions on how to take a picture for the
yearbook. Deadline to submit the form is February 5.

Underwriting Campaign
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BBE PTO would like to extend our gratitude to everyone who has contributed to our
Underwriting Campaign already. If you have not, our Underwriting Campaign is still open for
donations and matching by participating employers. If you would like to have your
Underwriting donation recognized in the Yearbook, please make sure to submit your donation
by the end of this month (February 28, 2021). We are offering payment plans if you choose to
donate at the $500 Red & Navy Club level or above, and you have until June 30, 2021 to
complete your payment plan.

Visit www.BBEPTO.com for more information or to make your donation.

BBE PTO Board 2021-2022

Now that we are halfway through this school year, the PTO will start lining up our Board for the
2021-2022 school year. While we do not know what the next year will look like, we are hopeful
for a return to normalcy for our students, staff, and families, and a chance to resume school
and PTO activities. With that in mind, we will be slating our Board over the next few months. If
you are interested in the many opportunities available to help support Bush Elementary, please
visit our website at www.BBEPTO.com for more information about the different Board
positions. Then be on the lookout here or in the Eblast for applications to join the Nominating
Committee and/or PTO Board in the coming months.

School Store

School Store is now selling various T-shirts, long sleeve and short sleeve polos, and �eece
hoodies for those chilly classrooms. Let us help you adhere to the new dress code guidelines
by shopping online at www.BBEPTO.com! We also have school supply packages still available
as well as agendas, notebooks, zipper bags, and more. Order now for classroom delivery (for
in-person students) or Friday drive-thru pickup (for virtual students).
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